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August 3, 2015 
 

High school’s Advanced Placement 
scores at highest levels ever 

 
FOREST LAKE, MINN. – Students taking Advanced Placement (AP) classes at Forest 
Lake Area High School this past school year turned in the highest overall scores in the 
school’s history, according to results posted on July 7. 
 
AP and concurrent enrollment classes are advanced classes that students attending the 
high school have the opportunity to take. But the classes can also be applied as college 
credits at a two-year or four-year college or university, effectively saving a student many 
hours of class time and saving the student and their family potentially thousands of 
dollars in tuition costs. 
 
In order to earn college credits for the AP courses taken, students must take an AP Exam 
in May. Most colleges and universities award students college credit for scores of 3 or 
higher on a 5 point scale. Students took a total of 448 exams this year, among the highest 
number ever tested. Overall, 67 percent of the students earned a score of 3 or higher, 
exceeding both the state average of 65 percent and the global average of 58 percent. This 
represents an 11 point jump in the district’s overall percent pass rate and the highest level 
ever achieved at the high school. In some cases, classes achieved the highest subject pass 
rate ever recorded at the high school.  
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The high school offers over 30 AP and concurrent enrollment courses in partnership with 
the University of Minnesota, Southwest State University, and Pine Technical and 
Community College. Concurrent enrollment refers to any high school course that offers 
college credit through an affiliated college.  
 
 As with other classes at the high school, successful completion means high school 
credits are earned and applied as credits to a student’s graduation requirements for their 
high school diploma. Between Advanced Placement and concurrent enrollment college 
courses, students earned 3,050 semester credits, the equivalent of 101 full years of 
college credit, and 25 four-year degrees.  
 
“Taking college level courses in high school has the tremendous benefit of earning 
college credit,” said Steve Massey, principal of Forest Lake Area High School. “Our 
students can be very proud of their hard work and success. Additionally, this level of 
success is made possible by the exceptionally talented teachers in the school district.” 
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